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AI Anchor vs Real Anchor: An Experimental Study based on

Audience Perception

Feng Zixuan Shu Yongfang

Abstract: With the widespread popularity of generative artificial intelligence (AIGC), Al virtual anchors
have been applied in the fields of news and culture. What are the differences between Al anchors
and real anchors? Based on this issue, this study conducted a 2x2 experimental research based on
audience perception to explore the impact of anchor types (Al virtual anchors/real anchors) and news
program types (financial news/livelihood news) on audience perception (credibility, popularity, news
immersion). Research has found that the type of anchor only affects the credibility of the dependent
variable, with real anchors having higher credibility than AI anchors, and no significant differences in
other aspects. In terms of news program types, news types have a significant impact on liking and news
immersion, with no significant difference in credibility: participants have a significantly higher liking
for financial news than for livelihood news, but their immersion in livelihood news is significantly
higher than for financial news.
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Table 1 Cross grouping of independent variables 2 x 2

B ERE AL L E#E
A 223 I B A W 2357 1H) PEA 5 )
514 5024 Rk 542

(—) Balkes®

ABIFSE SLE S AR K [ R BTE- B Credamo WAUSHFFE A SurveyPlus. 7EAEX AT &
Al A, BB T IR AR 0 AR 8] LR B SE A AT VRS B 25, ikt s AR, WFR
BEE A 1P M AT S8 R — (3 ()45 o CEVEE S8 U 2B T AR A — e 4R . Ao 2L g )
& 210 0y, AR GBI SIS DREE S, SRR RS 193 4y, Hh B BiZh 1o 2,
FIIPARLRLL 2D L 87.7%; AEIRTE 35 B LT A 75.6%, Wk 2 iR

F2 WRERER

Table 2 Basic information of participants
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Table 3 Questionnaire measurement items and reference sources
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Table 4 Inter-subject effect test

i A gy B S F BEH B Ty
BE CINEIES 3.071a 3 1.024 2.755 0.044 0.042
*g*-iﬂ B 23.559h 3 7.853 8.711 0.000 0.121

AR AR 8.756¢ 3 2.919 5.560 0.001 0.081

CINEIES 3405.124 1 3405.124  9166.133 0.000 0.980
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AfEE 3479.063 193
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Table 5 Descriptive statistics ( mean and standard deviation )
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HEE 3.14+1.42 3.15+0.97 3.49 +0.90 2.80 + 0.98
B AR 4.11 +0.64 3.94+0.84 3.82+0.78 422 +£0.67
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