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A Not Guilty Plea for Husband Killing Behavior of Battered
Women in Domestic Violence

Zhang Yongqi
School of Law, Jilin University, Changchun

Abstract: Domestic violence-induced battered women’s husband killing pertains to the act of a woman who
eliminates her abusive spouse to safeguard herself or her children under the prolonged abuse and violence
inflicted by her husband. Grounded on the battered woman syndrome theory, this paper presents the current
judicial status of battered women’s anti-murder cases, conducts an analysis and summary of the predicament
faced by battered women’s anti-murder conduct in our country, and examines the application and advancement
of the battered woman syndrome theory in regions outside. By referring to the battered woman syndrome theory,
especially the two principal contents of the “cycle of violence” and “learned helplessness’, it is employed as the
judging factors of the “objective element’, “time element” and “defense limit element” in the constitutive elements
of justifiable defense. Simultaneously, in light of the existing criminal justice system of our country, the author
proposes the judgment rule that the anti-murder behavior of battered women in the non-antagonistic type of

husband killing constitutes justifiable defense from the perspective of battered woman syndrome.

Key words: Domestic violence; Battered women syndrome; Battered women counter-killing; Self-defense
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