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PEAL: Red berries grow in the southern land;

How many branches burst into leaf with the spring?

Gather them till your hands are full,

PEA2: They stand for far—off love. ({ATH « K ARIF )

The red beans grow in the southlands;

In spring they send forth new branches—how many?

I wish you would pick them, gather them,
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For they are the most evocative things of love. (H#2F « KRG )
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.
PEAL: Autumn
Crows hovering over rugged trees wreathed with rotten vine——the day is about done.
Yonder is a tiny bridge over a sparkling stream, and on the far bank, a pretty little
village.

But the traveler has to go on down this ancient road,
The west wind moaning, his bony horse groaning, trudging towards the sinking sun,

Far and far away from home. ( 35 K15 )

WA2: Tune to “Sand and Sky” Autumn Thoughts
Dry vine, old tree, crow at dusk,
Low bridge, stream running, cottages,

Ancient road, west wind, lean nag,

The sun westerning
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Exploring the Translatability and Untranslatability

in Translating Ancient Chinese Poetry

Liu Mengyu

School of Foreign Languages And Literature, Suzhou University of Science and

Technology, Suzhou

Abstract: The notion of “untranslatability” is a timeless issue in translation
studies, particularly when it comes to poetry. The debate over whether poetry
can or cannot be effectively translated has raged for years. Both foreign and
Chinese poems are highly distinctive, and the profound cultural nuances they
carry are challenging to capture fully through straightforward translation. This
paper explores the translatability and untranslatability of Chinese poetry into
English by examining specific examples from ancient Chinese poetry. It delves
into three key aspects: rhythm, imagery, and allusions, offering valuable insights
for poetry translation practice.

Keywords: Chinese Poetry Translation; Translatability and Untranslatability;

Rhythm; Imagery; Allusions
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