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Evolutionary Trajectory of Online Gambling Research:
A Knowledge Mapping Visualization Analysis Based on
CiteSpace

Wang Yuyang

School of Criminal Justice, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan

Abstract: With the advent of the information technology era, cyber gambling crimes have exhibited new

characteristics and trends. Current research on cyber gambling crimes has evolved through four distinct phases:

the initial exploratory stage, the fluctuating development stage, the rapid growth stage, and the stable development

stage. While the breadth and depth of this research system continue to expand, numerous issues still require

strengthened theoretical investigation, necessitating targeted future perspectives to address these challenges. To

better grasp the macro-level research landscape in this field, this paper employs CiteSpace-based knowledge-

mapping visualization analysis to investigate hot topics and evolutionary trajectories in cyber gambling crime

research. Focusing on “cyber gambling crime” related literature, it conducts a systematic analysis through statistics

of publication volume, institutional co-occurrence, author co-occurrence, keyword co-occurrence, and cluster

analysis, revealing key research themes and their developmental pathways in cyber gambling crime studies.

Key words: Cyber gambling; Evolutionary trajectory; CiteSpace; Visual analysis
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