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Research on the Current Status and Countermeasures of UFC Sport Promotion
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Abstract: As a benchmark event IP in the global field of mixed martial arts (MMA), the Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC) has shown significant growth in its communication process in the Chinese market, alongside
the upgrading of the sports industry and innovations in media technology. This paper employs literature research and
case analysis to systematically review UFC’s communication practices in China, analyzing its channel deployment,
content operation, and commercialization characteristics, while exploring core constraining factors such as cultural
perception, talent reserve, copyright management, and regulatory adaptation. The study finds that UFC has achieved
extensive audience reach through a dual-drive model of “new media matrix + offline entities”. However, it faces
challenges including entrenched perceptions of “violence”, the risk of a domestic star gap, a singular copyright
distribution model, and weak commercial monetization. Consequently, this paper proposes optimized pathways
encompassing concretized cultural communication, systematic talent cultivation, diversified copyright operation,
normalized regulatory collaboration, and scenario-based commercial development, reference theoretical and practical
paradigms for the localization of international sports event IPs in China.
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