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Spatial Governance in the New Era: Theoretical Context,
Conceptual Construction, and Practical Exploration

Zhang Zhimin
School of Politics and Public Administration, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin

Abstract: Spatial governance represents a concrete practice and core pathway for the modernization of national
governance within the realm of territorial space. Systematically reviewing research progress on spatial governance in the
new era is of great theoretical significance and practical value for advancing the construction of the national governance
system. Existing studies have conducted relatively systematic explorations surrounding the conceptual connotation,
theoretical origins, institutional instruments, and practical forms of spatial governance, accumulating a rich body
of research findings. However, current research still faces challenges such as insufficient theoretical integration and
innovation, weak investigation of micro-level mechanisms, a lack of evaluation systems for governance effectiveness,
and a need for stronger interdisciplinary convergence. Future research should be grounded in Chinese experiences to
construct localized theories with strong explanatory power; deepen the analysis of process mechanisms and actors at the
micro level; develop scientific tools for evaluating governance effectiveness; and strengthen forward-looking research on
emerging issues such as digital governance and climate change adaptation. These efforts are essential to better respond to
the urgent demands of the times for high-level spatial governance.

Key words: Spatial governance; Modernization of national governance; Territorial spatial planning; Literature review
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