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Analysis of the Legal Characterization of Acts of Minor Violence
Resulting in the Death of Individuals with Special Physical
Conditions

Liu Zihua

Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai

Abstract: The widespread and routine nature of human-induced risks in modern society has made crimes of negligence

a focal point in both criminal law theory and judicial practice. Influenced by Criminal Trial Reference No. 1079, cases

involving the death of individuals with special physical conditions resulting from minor violence are frequently classified

as the crime of negligent homicide in judicial practice. However, this paper observes that in some judicial rulings

on such cases, the reasoning tends to focus more on the victim’s death and the perpetrator’s state of mind, whilst the

examination of the act itself is relatively insufficient. In academic circles, some scholars recognize that examining the

actus reus of minor acts of violence is a prerequisite for the legal characterization of such cases. This paper takes the

identification of the actus reus in negligence offenses as its starting point. Drawing on specific case studies, it analyzes

whether acts of minor violence constitute a violation of the objective duty of care and whether such acts constitute the

actus reus of the crime of involuntary manslaughter in these cases.

Key words: Minor acts of violence; Special physical constitution; Conduct of execution; Negligent homicide
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