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Literary Narrative and Spatial Translation: A Practical Study
on the Revitalization of Wuzhou Cantonese Opera Librettos
in Qilou City

Zhang Yangzi Luo Bingrui Zhou Caifang
College of Literature and Communication, Wuzhou University, Wuzhou

Abstract: At present, the practice of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) revitalization in historical blocks is inclined to
“prioritize technical presentation over cultural core”, which leads to the superficialization of cultural experience. Taking
the revitalization of Cantonese opera in Wuzhou Qilou City as the specific research object, this study takes Cantonese
opera librettos as the core literary carrier and explores their narrative translation paths in historical space. The study
points out that Wuzhou Cantonese opera librettos combine the beauty of classical rhythm with the living characteristics
of the Lingnan dialect, and are classic literary samples carrying the local collective memory. Through the analysis of
the adaptability between the differentiated spaces of Qilou City and the types of librettos, this paper constructs a spatial
translation principle of “artistic conception matching - rhythm adaptation - scene correspondence”, and puts forward
specific practical strategies of “carving display - soundscape construction - interactivity enhancement”. The research
shows that the spatial implantation of literary narrative with librettos as the link can effectively realize the deep coupling
between the cultural genes of Cantonese opera and the spatial form of Qilou buildings, which provides an operable
literary path to solve the dilemma of static presentation in ICH revitalization, and is also the key to realizing in-depth
cultural experience under the background of “shaping tourism through literature”.

Key words: Wuzhou Cantonese opera; Librettos; Spatial narrative; Qilou City; Intangible cultural heritage revitalization
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