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Integrating English Picture Books into Primary English
Textbooks from a Core Competencies Perspective

Meng Qijun
Qicai School, Lingchuan County, Guilin City, Guilin

Abstract: From the perspective of core competencies education, the effective integration of English picture book
with primary school English textbooks represents a key pathway for optimizing the selection and organization of
instructional content. To address common challenges in current primary English teaching, such as over-reliance on
textbooks, inflexible teaching models, and insufficient resource integration, this integrated approach should follow four
guiding principles: thematic coherence, simultaneous development of language and thinking skills, student-centered
and activity-driven learning, and complementarity between in-class and after-class learning. Drawing on teaching
examples of primary English textbooks from the Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press edition and the
multi-dimensional reading picture book, this paper proposes four specific integration strategies: building a knowledge
association system through in-depth text interpretation, fostering thinking skills to promote language and cognitive
development, designing inquiry-based activities that highlight student agency, and coordinating in-class and out-class
time and space to integrate learning resources. These strategies offer practical lesson models and implementation
suggestions for primary English teachers.

Key words: Core competencies; English picture books; Textbooks; Integration strategies
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