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Database Analysis Based on CNKI: Research Hotspots and
Evolutionary Trajectory of Sports Venues in China

Lin Shanshan
Logistics Management Department, Harbin Institute of Physical Education, Harbin

Abstract: This study utilizes literature on sports venues from the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI)
database as the data source and employs the CiteSpace knowledge graph visualization tool to conduct a bibliometric
analysis of research on sports venues in China. It systematically traces the evolutionary trajectory, key research
hotspots, and development trends of such studies from 1981 to 2026. The findings indicate that the publication volume
of research on sports venues in China follows a developmental pattern characterized by “slow initial growth — rapid
expansion — stable fluctuations”, reaching its peak in 2008, marking a pivotal milestone in research progress. The
authors and institutions involved exhibit distinct core clustering patterns, with Chen Yuanxin as the primary researcher
and the School of Physical Education at Central China Normal University as the leading research institution; however,
cross-regional and cross-institutional collaboration networks remain underdeveloped. Research hotspots are highly
concentrated, with keywords such as sports venues, universities, sports industry, and operational management, focusing
on areas including venue administration, industrial development, and international collaboration. The evolutionary
trajectory reflects a shift from fundamental theoretical exploration to practical application research, and from single-
management studies to integrated industrial research. Future research on sports venues in China should further enhance
interdisciplinary integration, deepen industry-academia-research collaboration, prioritize high-quality development,
and promote deeper alignment between research outcomes and industrial practices.

Key words: Sports venues; CiteSpace; Visualization analysis; Research hotspots; Evolutionary trajectory
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