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Exploration on the Paths of Financial Aid and Talent
Cultivation Work in Private Colleges and Universities in the
New Era

He Chuyi
Guangzhou College of Applied Science and Technology, Zhaoging

Abstract: With the in-depth development of higher education popularization in China, the financial aid and talent
cultivation work of colleges and universities has reached a historic juncture of profound transformation from a “security-
based model” to a “development-oriented paradigm”. In the context of China’s new era, the financial aid and talent
cultivation work in private higher education institutions (PHEIs) is confronted with the dual challenges of conceptual
transformation and practical innovation. However, extant research and practices have predominantly focused on well-
resourced public HEIs, while paying scant scholarly and practical attention to PHEISs as a distinct cohort. Owing to their
inherent particularities — including heterogeneous student demographics, constrained institutional resources, and
underdeveloped professional teams — PHEIs encounter far more intricate dilemmas when advancing development-
oriented financial aid and talent cultivation. Grounding its analysis in the unique attributes of financial aid and talent
cultivation in Chinese PHEISs, this study conducts an in-depth dissection of three core dilemmas currently facing the
sector: conceptual dilemmas, practical dilemmas, and institutional guarantee dilemmas. Integrating empirical cases
drawn from the frontline work of student counselors, this paper proposes actionable practical pathways to empower
PHEISs financial aid and talent cultivation initiatives through artificial intelligence (AI). Specifically, it argues for
three interconnected measures: first, fostering a working philosophy that integrates intelligent empowerment with
the core mission of talent cultivation via conceptual innovation; second, constructing a full-chain operational system
featuring “precise identification - dynamic management - targeted nurturing”; and third, refining the supporting
guarantee mechanism across three dimensions: technology, professional team building, and institutional system.
This study ultimately aims to provide operable, evidence-based reference pathways for PHEIs to deliver high-quality
implementation of development-oriented financial aid and talent cultivation.

Key words: Financial aid and talent cultivation; Private colleges and universities; Development-oriented financial aid;

Artificial intelligence empowerment
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