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A Study on Enhancing Rural Preschool Teachers’
Environmental Creation Competence under the “Child-
Friendly” Concept: A Case Study of Shaoguan Area

YiJing He Yutong LiJiayue
School of Educational Science, Shaoguan University, Shaoguan

Abstract: In the context of the “child-friendly” concept, enhancing rural preschool teachers' competence in creating
educational environments is of great significance for promoting educational equity. Taking rural kindergartens in
Shaoguan, northern Guangdong, as the research object, it is found that teachers face challenges such as outdated
conceptual understanding, a lack of child-centered perspectives, insufficient ability to transform local resources, and
an imbalance between safety and exploratory functions. These issues stem from delayed cognitive updates, uneven
funding allocation, and the absence of professional support systems. Accordingly, this study proposes improvement
pathways: First, activating local resources, establishing material libraries and characteristic spaces, and enhancing
competence in creating physical environments; Second, reshaping child-friendly cognition, strengthening listening and
response mechanisms, and implementing tiered empowerment to consolidate competence in creating psychological
environments; Third, innovating institutional safeguards by promoting flexible daily schedules, building home —
kindergarten — community collaboration, and establishing teaching research support systems. These measures aim
to transform rural kindergarten environments from “adult-dominated” to “child-co-constructed”, thereby improving
quality and efficiency.

Key words: Child-friendly concept; Rural preschool teachers; Environmental creation competence; Shaoguan area in

northern Guangdong
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