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( Note: A colloquialism rooted in Jiangnan folk
construction custom. It originally referred to carpenters checking

building piles and foundation feet to ensure house stability, and
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later metaphorically means prying into others’ private details
and making thorough inquiries. )
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YEPE: an incorrigibly lazy person

( Note: A derogatory and playful Wu dialect term, using
bodily metaphor to describe someone who is idle, sluggish and
unwilling to work. )
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( Note: A time—honored Wu dialect saying derived from
Jiangnan folk business custom in late Qing Dynasty. It originated
from the practice of extorting travelers by tapping bamhoo tubes
to inspect hidden valuables, and later refers to opportunistic
extortion and overcharging. )
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A Study on Strategies for Translating Wu Dialect Slang from
He Dian into English and Cultural Communication from the
Perspective of Translation and Communication Studies

Li Jingshuo

School of Foreign Languages and Literature at Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou

Abstract: In response to the call for Chinese culture to “go global,” the translation community has increasingly

prioritized the translation of regional literature. As a classic literary work highly representative of the Jiangnan region,

the Wu dialect novel He Dian features a text rich in dialect and Wu cultural characteristics that highlights regional

cultural distinctiveness, and its translation holds significant potential for cross-linguistic communication. Drawing on

translation and communication studies as a theoretical framework and employing the encoding-decoding theory as

an analytical model, this paper systematically examines the translation strategies for Wu dialect slang in He Dian and

investigates how different translation approaches affect its cultural dissemination in foreign-language contexts. The study

finds that by combining literal translation, free translation, and cultural compensation, translators ensure the accurate

transmission of meaning while preserving the distinctive features of the Wu dialect and the text’s stylistic qualities to the

greatest extent possible, thereby achieving effective cross-cultural communication. This study offers valuable insights for

strategies regarding the dissemination of Wu culture.

Key words: Translation and communication studies; He Dian; Wu dialect slang; Strategies for translation into English;

Cultural communication
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