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On the Application of the Principle of Due Process in Degree
Conferment Litigation

—An Empirical Study based on Degree Conferment Dispute Cases in
Universities in Shanghai

Xiao Dan

School of Law, Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai

Abstract: Since the 1999 “Tian Yong Case” established that universities may serve as defendants in administrative

litigation, the number of education-related administrative lawsuits has steadily increased. In adjudicating such cases,

courts generally respect university academic autonomy and tend to focus their review on whether the procedures

underlying administrative decisions are lawful. This paper takes cases involving degree conferment disputes in

universities in Shanghai as research samples and employs an empirical research method to analyze judicial review

of the principle of due process in such disputes. The analysis shows that the key factor influencing the outcome of

educational administrative litigation is whether the procedure is proper and lawful. Through empirical research, this

paper aims to systematically examine the current application of the principle of due process in university-related

educational administrative litigation, with a view to providing references for both theoretical discussion and institutional

improvement.

Key words: Principle of due process; Degree conferment disputes; Judicial review; Procedural legality; University

autonomy
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