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Judicial Application of the Principle of Due Process in
Administrative Litigation Involving Degree Disputes

Dong Qingxin
Shanghai University of Political Science and Law College of Law, Shanghai

Abstract: The relationship between students and schools in the field of higher education is becoming increasingly
complex, and the role of the principle of due process, one of the basic principles of administrative law, in education
administrative litigation is becoming more prominent. As a core basic principle of administrative law, the core
requirement of the principle of due process is that when an administrative body makes decisions adverse to a party, it
must fulfill procedural obligations such as prior notice and the opportunity to make statements and defenses. Starting
from the “Tian Yong Case,” this principle has gradually become a key basis for judgments in education administrative
litigation. The implementation of the “Law of the People’s Republic of China on Academic Degrees” (hereinafter referred
to as the “Degree Law”) marks that the procedural requirements in the field of degree conferral and revocation have
gradually moved from judicial principles toward statutory confirmation. However, the relevant provisions are still
relatively general and have difficulty fully addressing the complex disputes in education administrative litigation. This
article takes the “Chai Lijie Case” as the core sample, combined with the “Tian Yong Case” and the “Yu Yanru Case”
and under the background of the implementation of the Degree Law, systematically analyzes the application logic,
legal rationale, and practical dilemmas of the principle of due process in education administrative litigation. It also
proposes optimization paths such as refining evidence standards, clarifying review boundaries, and strengthening case
guidance, aiming to provide theoretical support for procedural justice and the protection of students’ rights in education
administrative litigation.

Key words: Principle of due process; Educational administrative litigation; Powers of higher education institutions;

Degree revocation; Procedural justice
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