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Analysis of the Two Translations of David Copperfield

from the Perspective of Translator’s Subjectivity

He Wenjing

East China University of Science and Technology, Shanghai

Abstract: The masterpiece of British novelist Charles Dickens, David Copperfield,
has been published in China with more than 20 versions. In this paper, I choose
the translations from Dong Qiusi and Zhang Guruo as corpus. Firstly, it proves the
feasibility of the translator’s subjectivity theory through deconstruction; secondly,
it criticizes and appreciates the two translations from the perspective of translator’s
subjectivity, and focuses on the three characteristics of the translator’s subjectivity-
initiative, passivity and self-center. I will analyze and compare the two translators’
translation styles through specific translation cases.
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(1) The first objects that assume a distinct presence before me, as I look far back,
into the blank of my infancy, are my mother with her pretty hair and youthful shape, and
Peggotty, with no shape at all-++ (p. 53)
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(1) “Let me see you ride a donkey over my green again, and as sure as you have a
head upon your shoulders, 'll knock your bonnet off, and tread upon it!” (p. 174)

#: B VRS YO TR RIS, BRARE B A RS R,
FE AR AONE T, TR 7

ik CRERF WARFAERRI S S R A e, IRRRAREARAIE
UREE T, EMERAAT 7

3R FERXASZGIH, SO T S DL /NG DG E TR /N D
PE/AMEEAAA SRR, WX IR U, X HLAY “have a head on your
shoulders” J&—A>HIERYHRE, BEUZWRE —MRFRIEMA, RS
Rigpad B, 7EBERGE R D, FEROR BT R B AR X R GA, T
P B S B b 5 R SR A W22 10, ZEMCERAR 2 T R0 O 2 ORBIIE, BEnTRE
S B ME LR . TSR AN A R SCAS AT T BRI, AR T R B
EEEZIG, AN A A B R R S35 I X SOAR B, BT LA E S
WX A RIB R BRI BIPRRRICIORE , 0 92 TR A 4 i AL B S 1%
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(2) Outside his own domain, and unprotected, he was a very sheep for the
shearers. (p.194)
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sheep for the shearers” BN “SBMANTE" | ZHEF MBI EFETE, b
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(1) ... according to a wild legend in our family, he was once seen riding on an

elephant, in company with a Baboon; but I think it must have been a Baboo—or a Begum.

(p-3)
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(2) “Agnes!” I said, “T'm afraid you’re norwell.”

“Yes, yes. Don’t mind me, Trotwood.” she returned.

“Listen! Are you going away soon?”

“Amigoarawaysoo?” I repeated.

e P! O RULE,  CTRMARARERVE, T R, R, A
RO T, FRg i, 7 Wb, “Ur! fReiEsE Ty 7 CREsE T 7
FKHELIHE,

gk CEARUED T FRUL,  TRRMWARER SULEFHRIE? 7 “WFRIL, R
WAEAETR, FHES, 7 WL, Wi AR —SsiEng? 7 IR
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(3) “Why Rookery?” said Miss Betsey. “Cookery would have been more to the
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purpose, if you had had any practical idea of life, either of you.” (p.4)
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