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Deviant Peer Affiliation and Adolescents’ Online Gaming
Addiction: The Mediating Effect of Maladaptive Cognitions

Hu Jianping™ Sun Yuhong'

1. Laboratory for Behavioral and Regional Finance, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou;

2. School of Economics & Trade, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou

Abstract: Based on cognitive-behavioral model of problematic Internet, the present study investigated
the association between deviant peer affiliation and adolescents’ online gaming addiction, as well as
the mediating role of maladaptive cognitions which includes three distinct factors, namely, “social
comfort”, “distraction” and “self-realization” A total of 1,813 Chinese adolescents completed anonymous
questionnaires regarding deviant peer affiliation, maladaptive cognitions and PIU. The results showed
that: (1) both deviant peer affiliation and maladaptive cognitions positively predict adolescents’ online
gaming addiction. (2) the relationship between deviant peer affiliation and adolescents’ online gaming
addiction is partly mediated by all of the three distinct factors of maladaptive cognitions.

Key words: Deviant peer affiliation; Maladaptive cognitions; Online gaming addiction; Adolescents; The

mediating effect
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