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Table 1 Correlation between emotional intimacy and moral rating and punishment
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Table 2 Correlation between emotional intimacy and moral judgment in different situations
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The Influence of Emotional Closeness on Moral Judgment In

Moral Dilemma Paradigm

LiuWen ZhanZe Wu Baopei

Department of Psychology, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing

Abstract: The closeness of interpersonal relationships affects every aspect of people’s lives. But we have
little known about what kind of impact will relationship have on the moral judgment. Study use the
concept of “emotional closeness’, quantitative the closeness of relationship, and using it as a factor behind
the relationship. The paradigm of trolley problem and moral violations in daily life are used to explore
the influence of emotional closeness on moral judgment through two experiments. The results show that
emotional closeness has an impact on moral judgment, the closer, the more relaxed moral judgment,
conversely, the more stringent. Meanwhile, compared with the utilitarian behavior in the trolley problem,
it is generally accepted that utilitarianism in the footbridge problem is more immoral; The influence of
relationship on moral judgment in the trolley problem no longer exists in the footbridge problem

Key words: Emotional closeness; Moral dilemma; Moral judgment; Interpersonal relationships
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