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Translator Education and Theoretical Innovation:
An interview with Professor Christian Nord

Dan Haijian
Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan

Abstract: Christian Nord, one of the co-funders of the German functional translation school, has been teaching
and researching in the field of translation at Heidelberg University and the University of Vienna since 1967.
She has published more than 80 papers, focusing on areas such as discourse analysis, translator education and
functional typology of translation. From 18 to 20 October 2018, at the invitation of the sponsor, Professor Nord
attended the 13th Midwest Translation Theory and Teaching Seminar and International Forum on Translation
Studies held at Wuhan University of Technology, where she delivered a keynote speech titled “Function Markets
in Text and Translation”. After the lecture, Prof. Nord was interviewed to share views on the following topics:
her understanding on translation, the development of skopos theory, overseas promotion of Chinese literature,
and the influence of family and personal experience on her translation studies. The interview was conducted in
English and this is a translation of the text, with a view to enlightening the study of translation teaching in China.

Key words: Skopos Theory; Master of Translation and Interpreting; Course Education; Cultural Communication
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