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On the Development of Chinese Legend Illustration

Liang Xiaoyu
School of Art and Media, Hubei University of Commerce and trade, Wuhan

Abstract: History and new things have constructed richer themes and expression forms of illustration. In
recent years, scholars and experimenters have made pioneering exploration on traditional painting themes,
painting means and painting expression forms; China’s strange subjects have folk characteristics and certain
characteristics of exploring the future. Studying its origin, development and changes is not only the hope to
have a new understanding, new interpretation and new performance of today’s strange subjects, but also the
author’s early exploration of integrating ancient legends, national culture and contemporary spirit, from ideas to
techniques.
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Figure 1 A Face pattern engraved in a rock painting of the Helan Mountains
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Figure 2 The wood engravings and the finished works of New Year Pictures in Taohua Wu, Su Zhou.
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