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Study of Likelihood Ratio Method for Evaluation of Expert
Opinions

Wang Qing' Yang Min"”

1. School of Criminal Justice, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan;

2. Innovation Base of Forensic Technology Application and Social Governance, Wuhan

Abstract: As scientific evidence, expert opinion is an important basis for investigators to solve cases and judges to

decide cases. The current binary verdict and the level of probability used in expert opinions have problems such as

exaggerated probability and insufficient scientificity, etc. The likelihood ratio method used in the presentation of

DNA test expert opinions has attracted the attention of court scientists at home and abroad. The likelihood ratio

method is a naturally scientific and legitimate way of expressing the results of identification opinions compared

with the traditional mode of expressing opinions. This paper analyzed the problems of the traditional expert

opinion model and the advantages and shortcomings of the likelihood ratio expert opinion model systematically,

so as to provide reference for the transformation of the scientific evidence evaluation model in the judicial field in

China.

Key words: Expert opinion; Likelihood ratio; Scientificity
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