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Freud’s Psychoanalytic Interpretation of Ophelia
and Lady Macbeth’s Madness

Pan Junyi

East China University of Science and Technology, Shanghai

Abstract: Ophelia and Lady Macbeth are two female characters in Shakespeare’s
Four Tragedies. Despite their different personalities, “love” is a common theme
for them. They live under a patriarchal society, constantly oppressed, bound,
and to be mad. Ophelia’s madness manifested itself in singing with crying,
while Lady Macbeth whispered in sleepwalking. They are crazy, but sober. By
the means of madness, they bravely speak out, externalizing long-suppressed
emotions in the subconscious into consciousness in order to realize their self-
worth. This paper uses Freudian psychoanalysis to explore the psychology
of mad Ophelia and Lady Macbeth, and to speak up for women trapped in a
patriarchal society.

Key words: Ophelia; Lady Macbeth; Freud; Psychoanalysis

https://doi.org/10.35534/pss.0406047 WWW.sciscanpub.com/journals/pss



