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Legislation and Application of the Crime of
Hindering the Prevention and Treatment of
Infectious Diseases under the Influence of the

Policy of Tempering Leniency and Strictness

Lin Lingde Wang Yuxuan

School of Criminal Justice, Shanghai University of Political Science and Law,

Shanghai

Abstract: The formulation and implementation of policies cannot be separated
from the support and guarantee of laws. Criminal policy plays an important
role in criminal legislation, judicature and law enforcement. In recent years, due
to the global ravages of the novel coronavirus, the crime of interfering with the
prevention and treatment of infectious diseases, as one of the important charges
closely related to public health security, has been reactivated during this period
and further interpreted and applied in judicial practice according to the actual
situation. After years of legislative improvement and management experience
accumulation, and under the guidance of the criminal policy of combining
leniency with severity, the crime of hindering the prevention and treatment of
infectious diseases has been punished with “leniency when necessary, striceness
when necessary, and leniency with severity”, realizing the maximum legal
benefit of protecting public rights and individual freedom.

Key words: Temper justice with mercy; Criminal policy; Crime of hindering
the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases; Epidemic prevention and

control
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