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The Reference and Enlightenment of the Ancient
Chinese Thought of “Caring for Children” on

Contemporary Criminal Policies for Minors

Ren Ke Pu Shiqi

Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai

Abstract: Criminal policies in ancient China were influenced by diverse ideas,
with Confucianism being the most influential, and the idea of “caring for the
young” is one of the manifestations of Confucianism. The idea of “caring for
the young” is a special leniency policy implemented for juvenile delinquency,
which is mainly reflected in legislation and justice. Different ages of criminal
responsibility bear different criminal responsibilities, and more lenient measures
are also given to minors in criminal penalties. The ancient idea of “caring for
the young” has certain reference significance and inspiration for the current
criminal policies and preventive measures for juvenile delinquency. Therefore,
on the basis of drawing inspiration from the ancient thought of “caring for the
young”, further improving the criminal policy of juvenile delinquency is not
only conducive to fully exerting the guiding and supplementary role of criminal
policy in criminal legislation and criminal justice, but also conducive to
punishing and preventing juvenile delinquency, and safeguarding the legitimate
rights and interests of minors to the greatest extent possible.

Key words: The idea of “caring for the young”; Minors; Prevention and

punishment
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