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The Public Communication Space of “World of Tears” and
Formation of the Sentimental Nationalist Narrative of Early

Chinese Cinema

Zhang Cheng

Abstract: This paper researches the emotional framework of pathos in the public communication
space during the emergence of early Chinese cinema in the 1920s to explore its influence on the start of
Chinese cinema, and to discuss how pathos merged with nationalist narratives to form a sentimental

nationalist film narrative style.
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