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Sonnet 18 ( F LI, 2012: 36)

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate.
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date.
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimmed;

And every fair from fair sometime declines,
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By chance, or nature’s changing course, untrimmed;

But thy eternal summer shall not fade,

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st,

Nor shall Death brag thou wand’rest in his shade,

When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st.
So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

REKREF (FERE, 2016: 45)
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Affective Computing and Cognitive Analysis of Poetry
Translation
—A Case Study of Five Chinese Translations of Shakespeare’s Sonnets

Huang Xi Chen Qing
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou

Abstract: This study combines affective computing and cognitive analysis to delve into the realm of emotional
exploration within poetry translation. It investigates the viability and potency of employing a quantitative-
qualitative approach in poetry translation critique, exploring pathways for leveraging artificial intelligence to
enrich methodological improvements and innovations in literary translation criticism. Using a sentiment analysis
platform with limited human intervention, this study computes and quantitatively analyses the sentiments of
translations of several versions of Shakespeare’s Sonnets, which is then complemented by qualitative analysis
methods such as cognitive linguistics for textual observation. The method of quantitative analysis significantly
improves the efficiency of data acquisition and processing, and helps to visually present the data, while the
auxiliary qualitative analysis helps to excavate the deep mechanism behind the data of sentiments. Therefore,
combining both paradigms is not only practical but also enhances analytical efficacy in poetry translation
criticism.

Key words: Affective computing; Cognitive analysis; Poetry translation criticism; Artificial Intelligence;

Shakespeare’s Sonnets
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