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The Ideological Source of Pan Zinian’s Literary Theory

Gong Ziwen

Abstract: Pan Zinian’s book Literary Theory, is a series of speeches he gave at the Literature Research
Association around 1923 while teaching at Baoding Yude Middle School. After being compiled into
a book, it was first published by Shanghai Beixin Book Company in November 1925. In 1929, it was
released in the 6th edition and distributed nearly 50000 copies. In the era when the publishing industry
was not yet booming, it can be said that this was a quite astonishing number. Since the promulgation of
the constitution in 1904, the course of Literary Theory has been explicitly proposed, which has led to a
rage in the compilation and publication of literary theory and other related books. The reason why Pan
Zinian’s Literary Theory was widely welcomed at that time is closely related to the writing background
and ideological sources of the book. This article mainly has two writing ideas. Firstly, it delves into the
reference and transformation of Western literary theory in Pan Zinians Literary Theory, and analyzes its
further theoretical development on this basis; Secondly, as a young intellectual during the New Culture
Movement, Pan Zinian’s text also tends to integrate local ideological resources and respond to the voice
of the times. Finally, it is concluded that Pan Zinian’s book shows that under a certain background
of the times, while accepting the diversified academic system of the West, the intellectual group has
always maintained the spirit of skepticism, adhered to theoretical innovation, and tried to achieve
communication and dialogue on the basis of Chinese and Western intertextuality, playing a good
demonstration role for the construction of modern Chinese literary theory.
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Table 1 Comparison between Winchester’s Principles of Literary Criticism and Pan Zinian’s

Literary Theory

Some Principles Of Literary Criticisms (CCAS )
Chapter First: Definitions And Limitations R 2
Chapter Second: What Is Literature? R UF SRS
Chapter Third: The Emotional Element In Literature
Chapter Fourth: The Imagination U WS AME
Chapter Sixth: The Formal Element In Literature
Chapter Fifth: The Intellectual Element In Literature S=F SCF 2R
SR PUYF S0 ST S IR

Chapter Seventh: Poetry
Chapter Eighth: Prose Fiction SEILPE SRR AL (O3Rril, /NBEL RIAR =28
Chapter Ninth: Summary
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