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Study on the Construction of Nostalgic Space under the
Perspective of Cultural Memory

—Taking Chu Feng Han Wei Food Street Area as an Example

Wu Yulan Chen Zhiting

Abstract: In recent years, with the popularity of indoor nostalgic spaces simulating the past streetscape
in major cities, Chu Feng Han Wei food street area in Wuhan has been widely acclaimed. This study
takes Chu Feng Han Wei food street area as the research object, and applies participatory observation
and rooted theory research method to investigate the effect of nostalgic space on the construction of
“storage memory” and the construction of “functional memory” for nostalgic spaces, and focuses on
the consumption function of cultural memory, in order to explore the connection between mediated
nostalgia and the place and the audience. The study finds that nostalgic spaces complete the temporal
construction of cultural memory by selecting image-based storage memories, supplemented by text and
places, so that tourists can establish self-identity through the recollection of the past daily life and the
release of emotions; nostalgic spaces complete the spatial construction of cultural memory by selecting
text- and place-based storage memories, supplemented by image-based storage memories, so that
tourists can extend the impression of the city within the space and establish the identity of the place at
the same time. The nostalgic space completes the spatial construction of cultural memory by storing
memories of texts and places, so that tourists can extend their impression of the city in the space and at
the same time build up their identity of the place; the embedding of the function of consumption also
makes the nostalgic space a complex with multiple functions. The study focuses on the construction
and consumption process of cultural memory in Chu Feng Han Wei food street area as a nostalgic
space, with a view to broadening the boundaries between the study of media memory and the study of
material media intermediaries.
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Figure 1 Area map of Chu Feng Han Wei food street area
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Table 1 Three-level coding system for memory elements within nostalgic spaces
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Figure 2 Metaphorical interpretive framework of nostalgic space for cultural memory
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Figure 6 G-18 Famous new year’s paintings “Lucky Celebration”
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Figure 8 F-2 rainforest terrace chinese and western restaurants
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