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Hierarchy of Needs and the Operation of Power

—An Interpretation of the Mechanisms of Power Operations in Anti-

utopian Novels

Fan Yueyan

School of Translation Studies of Qufu Normal Univeristy, Rizhao

Abstract: The power operation mode of the ruling class in anti-utopian novels is mostly based on
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs theory, which maximizes the exploitation of the oppressed groups by
suppressing or depriving the ruled class of their external conditions so that their middle and higher
needs are not satisfied. Therefore, this article, from the perspective of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs theory,
analyzes the mode of power operation of the ruling class in the three anti-utopian novels including Brave
New World, Never Let Me Go and The Handmaid’s Tale.

Key words: Anti-utopia fiction; Power operation; Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs Theory
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