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Transformation and Healing
—An Analysis of the “Wise Old Man” Archetype in the Film King of

Beggars
Cheng Gang' Fan Hongxia® Zeng Jiajia’

1. City University of Macau, Institute of Analytical Psychology, Macau;
2. Shanxi University, Academy of Education Science, Taiyuan;

3. Beijing Normal University, Zhuhai Campus, Faculty of Psychology, Zhuhai

Abstract: This article uses the “wise old man” archetype theory in Jung’s analytical psychology as a tool to
conduct a psychological analysis of the character “Hong Riqing” in the film King of Beggars. The analysis
reveals that the character Hong Riqing is the archetypal image of the wise old man in the collective
unconscious mind of the protagonist Su Can. He appears when the individual encounters a mental
predicament and is unable to heal themselves, providing guidance and facilitating the transformation
and healing in the process of their mental individuation. The archetypal image of the wise old man,
Hong Riqing in the film, has the image characteristics of the integration of Confucianism, Buddhism,
and Taoism in the context of traditional Chinese culture, and its transformation and healing functions
are manifested in various stages and scenes such as “testing”, “initial”, “cognition”, “dreaming”, and

“transformation” in psychotherapy.

Key words: Wise old man; Archetype; Jung; King of beggars
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