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Table 1 Descriptive statistics table for control variables
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Table 3 Mediating model test table for teacher professional learning communities
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Table 4 Table of total effects, direct effects, and mediation effects
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Research on the Impact of Principals’ Instructional
Leadership on Teachers’ Teaching Innovation: The Mediating
Role of Professional Learning Communities

Zhou Xueying Ren Lingyu Jia Shuangdai
School of Education and Psychology, Chengdu Normal University, Chengdu

Abstract: The importance of teaching innovation by teachers in improving educational quality has long been
emphasized in the field of education. As key leaders in schools, principals’ instructional leadership has a
potentially significant impact on teachers” educational innovation. This study employed a questionnaire survey
method, collecting 408 responses from in-service teachers in several secondary schools in Sichuan Province. SPSS
26.0 was used for descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, and mediation effect testing of the questionnaire data.
To enhance teachers’ teaching innovation, this study explores the connections among principals’ instructional
leadership, professional learning communities, and teaching innovation, demonstrating the mediating role of
professional learning communities and highlighting the importance of principals’ instructional leadership. The
results indicate that: (1) Principals’ instructional leadership significantly and positively influences teachers’
teaching innovation; (2) Professional learning communities mediate the relationship between principals’
instructional leadership and teachers’ teaching innovation.

Key words: Principals’ instructional leadership; Teachers’ teaching innovation; Professional learning communities
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