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The Modernization Potential of Confucian Legal

Thought
—On the Traditional Chinese Thought of “No Litigation”

and its Contemporary Value

Zhang Zhongyuan

Shanghai University, Shanghai

Abstract: The idea of “no litigation” is one of the important features of traditional
legal culture in ancient China. As the mainstream value in traditional legal culture,
the idea of no litigation has had a profound impact on ancient China and even today.
Through a systematic analysis of the connotation, formation factors and impact of
“no litigation’, this article reveals how “no litigation”, as a valuable traditional legal
culture, should be creatively transformed to stimulate its modernization potential
and contemporary value, so as to serve the socialist rule of law in the new era and
promote the harmonious development of socialist society.
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