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A Comparative Study of Family and Friendship in Early
Confucian Thought and Hebrew Faith: A Focus on Mencius
and the Hebrew Bible

Aaron Kalman

Zhejiang International Studies University, Hangzhou

Abstract: The family serves as the cornerstone of human society, with “friendship” acting as a crucial bridge between

familial bonds and the broader community. Both Confucian philosophy and Hebrew religious thought place significant

emphasis on family and friendship, prioritizing the cultivation and extension of family order while upholding ethical

principles such as filial piety. Despite these shared values, the two traditions diverge in their approaches. Hebrew

civilization views family order and friendship as grounded in divine love, granting friendship equal importance to family

ethics and integrating it into the broader framework of family values. In contrast, Confucianism regards friendship as

an extension of fundamental virtues like benevolence and filial piety but does not attribute to it a direct role in shaping

the family structure. Consequently, Hebrew thought weaves morality, law, and faith into a cohesive family system, while

Confucianism develops a family model focused on morality and social order.

Key words: Mencius; Hebrew Bible; Family; Friendship; Divine love; Benevolence
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