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On the Criminal Law Regulation of Online Speech Violence

Pan Ning

Department of Criminal Justice, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan

Abstract: Faced with the rapid increase in the number of online speech violence cases, there is no unified standard

in China’s theoretical community for judging speech crimes. In order to regulate online speech violence through

criminal law. We will now analyze and compare three judgment paths: The factual path, the normative path, and

the synthesis path, and determine the most applicable judgment criteria. We believe that in the regulation of

online speech crimes, it is necessary to seek a balance of various paths, advocate diversified expression of speech,

promote inclusive and tolerant attitudes, and strengthen public information literacy education to cultivate people’s

discernment ability, in order to better deal with false and misleading speech. For extremely heinous acts, based

on existing theories, the criteria for criminalizing online speech violence are related to social harm, illegality, and

responsibility. Regarding how to regulate online speech violence, we have drawn on the laws and regulations of

various countries around the world and focused on analyzing and comparing the laws of Germany and the United

States. The insights for China include the need to first establish a unified standard for the recognition of online

speech, secondly, the government should become the regulatory body for online speech, and finally, conflict

resolution should be based on rights and interests.

Key words: Online speech violence; Criminal law regulation; Criminal standard; System improvement
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