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The Influence of Confucianism’s “Human” on German
Society and Culture

Guan Tong Zhang Yufei LiCun Zhang Xiaoyan

East China University of Science and Technology, Shanghai

Abstract: This paper discusses the influence of Confucianism's concept of ‘human being’ on German society and
culture. Confucianism originated in the Spring and Autumn Period and has developed into the main body of Chinese
traditional culture. Its concept of ‘human being’ encompasses such ideas as inner moral cultivation, social responsibility
and harmonious interpersonal relationships. Confucianism has had a profound influence on Germany in many aspects
such as religion, educational outlook, philosophical thinking and values. Through the translation of Confucian classics,
Wei Lixian has promoted the exchange of philosophical thoughts between China and Germany. He believes that the
concept of attaching importance to family values in Confucian thought influenced the social structure and family
concept in Germany. The influence of Confucianism on German society and culture has shed light on Sino-German
cultural exchanges, including the idea of ‘benevolence and love’ and the social welfare system, the idea of ‘propriety and
righteousness’ and the spirit of the rule of law, the idea of ‘cultivation of the body and the family and the rule of the state
and the world ‘and professionalism, and the idea of harmony and difference’ and multiculturalism, etc. In the future, we
should pay attention to the inheritance and development of traditional culture. In the future, we should pay attention to
the inheritance and development of traditional culture, promote different cultural exchanges and cooperation, and build
a community of human destiny.

Key words: Chinese culture; Confucianism; philosophy; German society; Cultural exchange
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