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Research Trends of fMRI in the Field of Psychology in China:
A CiteSpace-based Analysis

Lei Linlin

Guangxi normal university, Guilin

Abstract: In recent years, functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) technology has played an increasingly

important role in research within the field of psychology. This study utilizes the CiteSpace analysis tool to conduct

a comprehensive assessment of the academic trends concerning fMRI in psychological research. By searching the
CNKI database, we collected a substantial body of relevant literature on fMRI and psychology. The citation data from

these publications were imported into CiteSpace to construct a literature citation network. Through analyzing citation

patterns, we revealed the research hotspots and trends of fMRI within the field of psychology. We found that attentional

neural mechanisms are one of the primary focuses in fMRI research, followed by the relationship between emotion

and brain function. Additionally, we noted a gradually increasing application of neuroimaging in clinical psychology

and neuropsychology. In summary, this study, through CiteSpace analysis, uncovers the research dynamics of fMRI

in the field of psychology, highlighting its significant role in cognitive neuroscience, affective psychology, and clinical

psychology. This research provides scholars in psychology with an in-depth understanding of the current status and

future directions of fMRI research.
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