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The Influence of Internet Public Opinion on Judicature
—Jiangge Case and Kunshan Anti-homicide Case from the
Perspective of Comparative Law

Gu Chenlin
Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai

Abstract: This paper first examines the relationship between online public opinion and judicial adjudication, pointing
out that online public opinion is not an independent system or mechanism separate from the law, but merely reflects the
public’s attitude toward existing laws, regulations, and policies. Based on this, the author argues that judicial authorities
should recognize the significant influence of online public opinion on judicial proceedings and take corresponding
measures to address this phenomenon. Secondly, this paper conducts a comparative analysis of relevant cases in China
and the United States to examine the differing manifestations and roles of online public opinion in the judicial processes
of the two countries, thereby gaining a deeper understanding of the relationship between online public opinion and
judicial fairness. Finally, this paper proposes a suggestion based on rational thinking: when the public feels strongly
dissatisfied with the actions of a criminal suspect, they should be encouraged to express their grievances through legal
channels to avoid engaging in extreme behavior; simultaneously, judicial authorities should also pay attention to such
social public opinion, strengthen their review of related cases, and ensure that cases are handled fairly and justly.

Key words: Online public opinion; Judiciary; Judicial independence; Judicial justice
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