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Table 1 The amount in the intertemporal choice task
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Figure 1 Experimental procedure
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Table 2 Descriptive statistics for the proportion of small

immediate amounts (N=46)
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https://doi.org/10.35534/pc.0707134



ESLIRS I DN ERR RN

- 844 -

2025 F 7R
ETBETH

0.9
0.8
0.7
0.6

0.5 1
0.4

0.3 I

0.2

“HNZI-NET S I
i

0.1

LS TEE

= WATER G|
IRHELI% 51 1

BB

2 WEFLRS| AFREEERT “BX—NE SRR
Figure 2 The impact of facial attractiveness and gain/loss framing on the preference for smaller-immediate rewards
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Table 3 Descriptive statistics of reaction times (N=46)
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The Influence of Facial Attractiveness on Intertemporal
Decision-making

Wei Zhouchan
Department of psychology, Faculty of Education, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin

Abstract: Intertemporal choice problems are common in daily life, and facial attractiveness—as a salient perceptual
cue—often influences decision-making behavior. This study investigates how advisors’ facial attractiveness affects
decision-makers’ choices in gain and loss contexts during intertemporal decision-making. Key findings reveal:
(1) Choice preference: Significant main effects of facial attractiveness and gain-loss context, plus an interaction effect.
High-attractiveness advisors increased preference for “Small-Sooner” (SS) options, while low attractiveness reduced SS
choices. Loss contexts generally promoted more SS preferences than gain contexts. Crucially, in gain contexts (but not
loss contexts), high-attractiveness advisors significantly increased SS choices compared to low-attractiveness advisors.
This suggests facial attractiveness modulates intertemporal choices, potentially by enhancing emotional bias toward
immediate rewards. (2) Response time: Significant main effects of facial attractiveness and context. Decision-makers
responded slower to high-attractiveness advisors and in gain (vs. loss) contexts, implying deeper cognitive processing
for attractive stimuli or reward-related deliberation. These results demonstrate that facial attractiveness influences
intertemporal decisions through dual pathways—emotional bias (preference) and cognitive load (response time)—with
context-dependent effects.

Key words: Intertemporal choice; Face attractiveness; Gain and loss scenarios
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