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Figure 1 Examples of high/low attractiveness celebrity
faces
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The Influence of Celebrity Attractiveness and Character on
Fans’ Preferences

Li Rongyu
Guangxi Normal University, Guilin

Abstract: This study investigated the mechanisms through which celebrity facial attractiveness and moral information
influence college students’ willingness to idolise celebrities using an experimental method. A 2 (facial attractiveness:
high/low) x 2 (moral valence: positive/negative) within-subjects experimental design was employed, with 46 college
students as participants, to measure their responses in terms of facial attractiveness evaluation and willingness to idolise
celebrities. The results revealed: (1) The main effect of moral valence was significant (42=0.68 ~ 0.72), with negative
moral labels causing idol-chasing intentions to plummet to the lowest level (M=2.20), supporting the ‘moral veto effect’;
(2) Although facial attractiveness had an independent main effect (#?=0.15 ~ 0.17), its influence was significantly weaker
than that of moral information; (3) The interaction between the two was not significant (p>0.05), failing to validate the
generalised assumption that ‘beauty equals goodness. The study indicates that moral information plays a decisive role in
fan decision-making, while the influence of facial attractiveness is limited. This finding provides empirical evidence for
understanding the rational dimension of contemporary fan culture.

Key words: Facial attractiveness; Moral evaluation; Willingness to pursue celebrity status
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