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1 Bl

AR, JREEER (stigma ) B8 RLCN SE M IARAE AR (R R T 3R, Ok A2 BRI 588 AL &
MIRE . X — MR B Goffman (1963 ) $&iH, JEAE—FP A4 B4t S ME B 5 25 U RAAE, X AR
TEFECBAD AL, HEF, IRttt B0 SRR A PRP. [ FRAGHEERAN 2 AL ( Corrigan
& Watson, 2002) . Link SF7EBEARS IS PR, H IS 2 A HEE N AL AL ( Link et al.,
1989) . HE—I R MRS #U IR AT A F9E (Phillips et al., 2009 ) 78, 92% RS F R RS £ 3 MR 32
ZAEADE R Lol B B Phillips (2013) #F—248H, MR TIRSBLAAR R, G BE2E T
— 7T, R ()R RO SR S OR B 53—, V2 BA R A G R R O B 55 o X

NE: EEMIRERERARERFR—BPRSEIRINE (2024ZDXK0013) o

F: XFR, DBERFUSFRAIN, TFVEFEL, HRHOH: BeERESTIE. BeoMms5HsTIiE.

NESIF: E23GH, KFER 11, SEER, XIFIR. (2025). PESANEMESE VRIS —TEFNRSORMEER. (WEZGIEE 5L,
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— R R G E S A A 23 R T A A AR

H ] A AIARAE 28 B SR R34 3.4% (Huang, 2019) , THEGE ¥ 2 SR E RS E, BT
MR, R ERWISIE N ERAERL, A REELAN TR TR (Mascayano et al., 2015; Heijnders et
al., 2006) . Yen FF7EH[E G S HLIX X 247 GIHMARAE B3 HEATIPAL , K 25.1% A Sk 0k, i
HABRFRERME | ZEACEMAE, HRRLEMEE (Yen et al., 2005) o WAL, HEIIACLERAE
B HABERRIHER, HS5HSCRREE | AR S REARE (BRE 4, 2012)

ABIFSE L BRI ST T A R T OIABAE B, R AT IR, 58 T RERY T Tps AR
SRR R AU 2 SRR R AR A AR AR

2 ®sit

21 WHRDE

AHFFER BRI TT % . UGS AR o — RISl A8 AR R R — M s R A A T
ZR T SCAA , H FARTE T 1A 85— TR A9\ S B R sk — ARG o LT 35 ) B0k, EL A2 Bl o
REHIATT (Giorgi, 2009) , XREBSHF MY AT A 214 AN FVARAE 285 Ao Hil SRR 6 K JHC AT S
TRAPPE R

2.2 HRMER

ARG B R, EH25 ~ 55 2 212 B ABAE ( Moderate Depression Disorder,
MDD ) 5 FEHIARSE ( Major Depression Disorder, MDD ) . H4& TAEZDT . IEAES 3000 IR Y 5 &4
RS AR A SR, BAERE . B SR RER R EEEEER- . S5,
WEHEBRPRED N . (1) ERUER (18 %) Witz A TARAE;  (2) ZEVTRIIEANE T4 B0
(3) A48 Bm ISR, (4) BT BRSSO ISR 78 TR o ISR 14T BAE 1o 1 4
SCHREE, TR 19 K, RIS AR, FRZ R 15 AR S, Hd 5 254, 10 4otk
JRRESAELATN (RESH) 8 N, SR LT A, Wik 1 s,

F1 RMRERER

Table 1 Interviewee basic information

EE] P53 (%) WIEF (5) ke (4F) ity SRR
N1 s 31 19 12 45 Fl
N2 e 25 22 3 ol NI
N3 e 31 24 7 U KU
N4 5’8 28 25 3 EE NI
N5 5’e 31 27 4 P2 PN
N6 °© 31 27 4 =E KU
N7 U2l 35 30 5 40 PN
N8 5’8 38 34 4 40 B
N9 5’e 39 36 3 i ELIE
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Ee] s iy (%) WIS (%) e (4F) Bl TSR
N10 5 40 30 10 =3B 5
N11 Lz 42 41 1 HAE Eis
N12 L 47 42 5 F145 SR
N13 L 46 44 2 ERX A S
N14 i@ 51 37 14 NG [
N15 E’g 53 47 6 4T B

2.3 HFIBWESDH

oRhl s L TR . WETE AN 15 24 AR IIARAE (B E HEATIRE UIR, FRIRIN KA 60~150
Syl WA AR ERTIIR . R 2B RIS HI AT TE AR # A P02 5150 BB RIRE
g3t Sk 3 A SR B Z2HERR R, 8032 Vil i A B UiRIE S S

WFE AR PR PR B, IERUSRAT, BEEE A Z U5 PR U IR H A . SEitR e |
TEERAR S XU, LA BAHSCRCRI AR AR B IS, IR MUIRI SRR E . fnd i, 2
EFAERIE . LUk e, Ui R Et i T8 BRI 1%

B S37R FH Nvivol2 TP/ BT, TV M8 A Colaizzi LDk HEATmES S F R B i
YR s W SO R B S SOR ABGE TR bRic S 0ME R SCI RSCATT; X ST T R 58
Gifiths K B2 B AR PR A T Gl RS TR S SRR ROk I g0k T R R AP
IREA TR B0 ERUAR . ZHrii B ma iR T OFTE A R Bk S nE

3 MIR&ER

A VTR B B ERU T, APTFEARR I =0 ERUR AT R, RGIE T AR AT
A ARG RRZS . =R FM BN i A B e R | O Hh ) S A ARG | A B ) FA7
PERER

TRV, PR ETTIRT R, JCIk SRR 2 058 40 e (5 ) RIEERFIIR (55 ) itk
PIPREAR . XBET Goffman (1963 ) Xl BEAR, ©J& WL Pm S HikR” , &—Fha)
SRS SO E B R TS 2, SV B A R 5 b S AT A XTS5 24, SR 2 050
BSCAS TR 3257 A S A6 73S AN [ 175 T £ 8 g S R B J%

T AN LG 52 Ui (1 SR PR IR 25 R I 04T

3.1 SRULREVAERE

3.1.1 B AR a5 B

B T A (KRGS 26 2SRRI R BT — . R MU e S e R AR I s 2
HSISRET LRI TARREST R IERIE , (R BUARRE T, Ml T 2B 1 BT AN A / TR A 2,
B EE, B SR T R R s AR BAAR 0, T2 LA LA b (i BER e . BT
HZVIH G — ORI TAE, B SN 120 TAR B R . A 5 (2 Ui i Bk 190
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B (A FRER A AT S A 55 ), NI “— HBA R, RE R MRk e &

BINEIER TAET , UG Tk, FRAEBF R, LA R AR BERER TR, (SRR R B TR .
KR Z VB AL WRETARR . N4: “RIRAR IR TAEAS D, R RIEARH AR, FRIARH 515
A%, WA G BEER T BRI LA AR5y, H ST R AT SN AR AT T
o 7 N5 “TRIRJS BT R S B T R AL, RAE AR, (EF R T LIZESR T AR,
BRI T — AR RIT T . 7 WA Z I H SRR, N2 “HEAER TR,
RETRBER, BRRETAET 5K, K™ B2 R e R T A s A N aREFRey LA,
XA RO, ATReEeFEr. 7

3.1.2 #HERZAFRYERE SN

TEBR O RUR T 32 8 6 R H B P, KB Vi SR R B 1 36 . e LAt R
R o N1 “TRAEEWRITT AR, AT E AR IAGEEER, TS, Rl
PEXEREMY . 7 N8:  “MTTREARRARAR , IR ABE R M TS RE R AR e B A AR A
FERIE R —28, AT RAE, (AR, 7 BRE1E LRIERAL, 173 B AT 52 15 5 %
SRR, N3: TR A O R ARSI TR LS, RAERWAREIE . RS,
BAHEMREES, REMAEIEIR YIRS EASIEEN, & TR, 28 T LER . 7

AR R X R B, ZUiE FREE 2 ik 5907 GRS R BIRAT A, JEIMARAE
BEEZ BRI, HNESSEOCRNBEZE ., N5 “FREMIRRMEZ, WFRAETIRAAER, 8
B, WAHZE, WURREARREHTREER, B EE s, T sk, i
REZWEEARERETR L 17, WMAARRETR, JERIRBIRM T T o AL 2 WA . vTREMAZIER A,
BRI IR AR~ WA ARSI, , L2l Vi R s, VETf S 806
ZHWEEANLE, N3 FRUA BHUOAIUAOACE, SRR BT E X R B, MR
2EMN, BE S B A AR —2EiR G, " NS C“HHAAITSIRE, SRS T oA R
TR T (HARZAMAREE A SO R T, SR A S EAEAUE , ISR T . RIS A
AFEBGEBIR T, FrUERSET-A EEREE AL,

3.1.3 BREMKS FHIAFEN

IR T A S “IEw N S B 0 a0 CangiEEi . Hw ), NSRS E S i oE
THAG; I RERFELAEAE, HEN HIRIZAL, ol H B S A RIENL. N2 “AlRefhf] &5
HAFAT, (HAEARA TR B S 0 AR T8 T — R A AR, SEAF KRG BA XL . SRS A 1R
LT ZRNRPE, #asets AR, 25 A CXRSA IR 7 JEARRH T
BN “TEEIFREI, AnIEASH & 5000 BB FEAR T840 3R, PrLiIRstiefs A CBERE A, B
AEMRER , WANBEFR/ N, WS A T REEMAL, " N14:  “He/™ 5 (IR ECZ AR F R A e A g B
FoEL F AR [ CAAMIRRELAE 2 260, BT D S ER ARG . DGO IR, (R REE THEREE,
NFAMRLENE . 7 WAFAE PIBAS B 1T B R A 195 0

3.1.4 77 ElE

FILRE O B PEAk AR 248 250697 45 MURRAY T IIAT R, R WA BRI . R R 32 U B A A O B g
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FEFBRFE 25 A 0AA, OB B IS B "SR 00hRsE, BrLAAE S BT . N9 3K
AT ARSI A T, RS ARERR EAll, SR AR 2 0BRZ AME, 5l
NHERBER o i AT S kAl L A SR R ke . ™ PR2G @ A2 9470, OB e i S et 52 5
FHCHU b KT 5 BORAE, 04279 4 AL ARS8 TR B P BRI (5 A N12: “AbJ7 9T T,
BZARZG, BAAE 7o Z2RRORal BELF—2k, [HXHRE B, ArZ2yte— i maeER k. 7
1E5 b RTRERA — R RAP BV - FRAEI R B, B8 & TCes i Bi . A REHEZ &7 LR JL
Ao 7 N8 RMZZEAHETAEAY, BORFRME—HEF AARPY . FREY 1D wiE AR RS SR
HAZLy, N ACIRA . A, AR A BEAIE 2 B BURUERY, (T REE B3 Fe0 L L1k
5l tr. ”

3.2 {RIRHLRXEVENTSIALE

3.2.1 MRMFEME:. BHREBSBEHREE L

BRIBEEEE] A B B ACRBLI AR L, 2V E Sl AR (W4 PR 55 ) 240 fE A
CHANE , PRI FR AT 22 ST AR AE R, RBRC KRR B L usls 1 X i A IR L R ik Jgk, - [R]Es
B9 T AR R . N9: W bAr T2 g UGAERT LIAE R, sE R DAESIAE, BTRL L
BRMIAIT. 7 NI3: &M, WEFEL, REZEELAR, REAWH L%, REEA A6
TN 7 ViR R 2R E] BB FUMA N7: “F i —ef R st i 5%, FE AR EmXT,
14 B35 IR TE AL i AR R 0 LA 2 A, 7

AANDZ VA FERIZ W 2: H IR BERITC 1T S, 25 8 IER B IH R, N “#k5az
FH” em CFEHET , BEREIURIE. B, N CFRIRRIGCET e CREERET , BEBRERIEN,
Hilgs B FRMAL, AT A IRIZEGE . N10:  “SE—R EMEHRRE5K, HERERZ )G, EAUWERT
RAIEN, XL PR EGE . ARG, BIRAR T, 7 B, AER, BRI,
SR (50, WD T RTE TR AR O, N3: MRS IR E, TR — TR0, A
RHESZ TR AKBIE], AFREEHE T, g E T LAIT, WRESIFX MR, 7 N6:  “HHiEA
LB A C S RERRRXESZ, AEREFSERE T, BT REZIRIT . R e e, BRERE
—FE, RIWAESR—FE, 7

322 Mik#ERZ5: BTFS59HERSES

SIRTF IR, B IR RTT T R R RAEEER . P RR WK E S R TS 5
J7, EHER TN A HER A (UCK ARV ER SR P 00 ), MG TR IR, Rk ik
Ko MATVKE SIFLEZEA WIF . —FUZIET A SR, BZERIRTRERE . N8: “HRIEARENLE,
Lo r T, FRSUAR R S MR XESZ ARV R e, BRI, 7 SRy EE R R A KA
2 AR ORI TR BEA TR o ARG 7 IR T A NO ZEX AR 2k T 2t T 1aliayT , b
“SABMEN Sk, MBIRE, A/NEACHE, SRR IRTER R D, RGBT R
AAFERBGE, JEAR ARG AL FE51, AREXAE, MR R AR RAIT. 7 N10: “F8
(B HE R RE Y, R R LS, stk AR, REHNES 8%

https://doi.org/10.35534/tppc.0708053 WWW.sciscanpub.com/journals/tppc



PERAIENEESEVRILIR: —TETIRFOIRIEHAR -

By, WAAIRE AT, (HAURIATE T, XM FRATE LA R, SO
R 7 NI3: T IAERE, TAHLACAH R, KIEUTEANTRENEA — i, Prl &=
FRAATT AR 7

3.23 MHEE “HENL” . EREREPHRUE SR

PEPEVED R SR, AR 5 DO ML 0 H 2T B, BEREIRU DA 15 44 5 0, SCREHESIRAT 230 Hr
IEMNT il itk RARZ AR G IRBORE AR s Al BB , AR e — DA IER I,
(ER X5 A 18 T ARG, AR R B M — s, SAIRIEBWRAYSI S 7 N3: “IRZ AR XA A ikt
&, BEBAI A, AR T — N N AHEAEATE, L0 A Rl 220 1358 X 2
HERFEME— A WU B T 7 N9: (LT ) 3045 Rk, mRsimide 17— T 347 et
—A, (IR eI R BIURGYY, FRUNOZRERIALE, B2k RE, E T B0 R
MEAAN, AEAhIE LA, Aokt 280, 7 NIS: “F—#eE s & Iraes:, Mdsifg, i
PAFRSEAF AR BAT 20t AR ) difh4. 7

3.3 {RRHLREEVRIPIERER

3.3.1 MiuLIEFH

RUAEZAH AT 2RI B, FLRR DR A S B i R i oM A (21 NO X
PRI IR, N12 25 QT ) (A28 T RS GORIEER, I 1 S 7E TR 5% A A0 B
BOMEVEUR, SR VDR REEAA S KT NO: TR0 LRk, T R A RTERE B Je it
HE, 7 ONI12: YRR H ORISR AR, A AR R, Bk, R
BRERGHE T LUR B AT, (AFRATET AT, 7 (AR, RyFRHC i SRGOY, tnT Gl
XU [ OB SRR O T R R . N B — R, AN Ry,
H O AR S — SR T, oA N O SRR, B 1 e AR, BRI [ O
RIS o

5L BRI A 1l 3 3 R BRI ok 72X, Sk 28 S AT R 85 55 b A7 2 14 14 1 TR AR
INHHCIAD) o ey EAMS:, WREEE. iR, N6: “WRUAFEIRZE5, A EAF,
P 9 5k B TR 02 T 2P 1 2 Sh A R e B B I . LI K28 LU KA T 7 N1S: s Ak
FRURAS , W7/ NK L RAR B AT, e — b bR e 2oz, 368 ) B 22 "N 10
“RaTHIL, KW S RHMER IS S ok, R T TR E R AR, IR/ 2R &
FhF, SR AE R . REGES BiCH R AIE AR, M——nf, MET K, RAFE.
YRR AT T

B BT R IR0 A, (205 A B BB S — T, B (e, B IR
i, DR HIAERE, N13: ST B, BIRMERETER, A TR 1 SR ER,
VR B2, MR BRI AE] T — MR, 7 N3: “IABA S G5 A T Ak B S AR 1 4
(), SR IE 2 A KR DA B R % SR, RRERAIEN]. 7 N8: BT 25 F4RI%
B, B FXBX MR IR LRI, TR BXARER TREA. 7 NI5: R REE,
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A T, £ [ LR A A AR RE UG A Y .

332 HAETMHIER LI

FNF . A, SRSz, BB RIATT , BOREE i 0 L 2 R XA g
BEME, JTCEREEA SIS N9 “RIFK AT A LA R0, 45 TR RPN ). ” N14:
“FRERBETR 9 FNALTE S S M PR . B SCARAERAR , (ER TR TRAOE , A7 S AR, " NIS: R
NHRAIE , F BT R AR IR RS , AR TP, SEULIRIIZ B0, HE 5 X — R A1,
WAEEW, MMATEBARAGEXHFE T, tRELRIERE. 7 N2: “FibBEAMSF T, (EALX 3R
H 0T — EAF LRI, E R A A B SR AR EE M — A, 7 N5 ALK 20
B, AR T, MDA TR A4 SUBMRER , DA AR LR AR R T T b SRR TR

K FIRARERI SR, DI AR B8 25 5 7 A SR LNy, ZE A sei B s, SARAEAS P4
PR “ANREVL” BB, ISR R IIOBBRBE Z ol s , P ih N ST BEZ 3G . PLeh 2 4F M N8: “2h
P2 —T, SERARRE T AWK S Z G SR AR H, REVE HERZINZ, A
AN AIRFE VLIS —AE TR T 8 4E T, (LRI AR, W2 T, IREARITR ],
PREARZ—TF o ATREVERIADREIR, fhikid B C LD RERE £ 8 A8, FrlFEM iR 7. 7 N4
TR AT TS, ISR SRR (— B ) 1T, PR T RREMER
15, TSBMITRIE, S8 ISR VRIS O A TRIR . 7 N15: PRI AR 0T,
MK T —RE, ™A —FhiE2E, HRIREA, RERRA 5, RESEWED), 7

3.3.3 BT RMAESRRAAGRY

HIRE R IARRE R AT S, 2R EIRE . BAAFEA . RS SRS, SEEIREIC T
BEIIA. N8:  “TRAER -V TILALOTIEE A, MfiIATRAEI R EE T, 7 N5: “TREHIAH
A, ERIRAXERIER LA, SEASIEAAITENAAR T, RERMAEMABDELAW, A
A ERAALFFAR LRV . 7 N9:  “JERA BT TUT UL T, HBSGD DR R AR, AR LB
K R PAPOBREK ) , RERBIXNE, ERKOLEER, SmBRLH T ket m, ®
AR, HRIR, T2y T F R BIBKX R , AR RRAR A R SRR, X A SR AR AT
AT LA e i FE 5 | 2 B 10k . 5 RIS, RS R DA LA™ % 0 B RA DR it ( 4ndis i AN BRI )
B E PR R, PP H SRR, SETHATTIRMME. N7 SRIXIIER, MR EASHIEE,
FER N BSFARAP X — 7 AR A8 r i, 7

4 1ig
41 BHZSHRHIERR

AR Goffman #) “V524HAHE” BT MAIIARLE B A —RIE— 7 2B SEPnLGR,
K B BT ARRRE BN NI, TR — PR T 8l 5 U i s i B 8 Bt e . R AL TEUCs:
1] B HA I el S R IR U S B G BE S S, A AR BB , P s e “REARRE” A EHE”
SFERIARS (F52R I 3.1.1-3.1.3) 5 T Y37 Stk B A B W AR R 2 R phsr OB RE I, [FIRERY
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ARSCREWH] “PORRERE” PR REER” A, AURHEEUEE TR (45R I 3.2.1-323) o X—%
BERERY Link SFBEARSEHIESET “T9 4NN AFMEE” AYIRIE (Link etal., 1989) , [FEIE4ER “PAL”
FEARE . R, AT BRI SRR A R AR T “HAME” o tiEul, MERSHESE SRR G
P, FFREBUREN AT IS, XA &4 M5 B 2

4.2 PEEBZBRIVIRIE

Prizeman S NS5, AFRAAR A W PRG0N AL T 5 b N EIEE B) ( Prizeman
etal., 2024) o RHFTERIPIRAFEARBE— L%, DREHRIEAE P [ERSE T AU 0 BRI T B, 2 I
WAEFFEART o BN, NA R HERe R A FAERER , (FR BB A TAE 55 R A2 Ak, &L 5
157 N iEGR . 2 EATIA W TAER Z Ui, e Z A FRRE R PEAR, THARBGERE
Ferr N—— e R, R —UMMEA S TAES Gy, Fln, N3 fERg T R A SRR E
FAIN A BT TN R R ORI T ATt B8, EX SRR T R AR T 8) . X
M, AAIAE 82 BE S I WTHIR e AR5 T, IRl Eah B R AR IBOCE, SR AT o Tk
Bt

Perry SE NG, AT LIS, WAL MM 1F (Perry et al., 2007) . fERESI ST
HARSER P E R, R IIERFEIREA 22 B, RO “HEss” AR, RIS N14 &
I, TR BRI, AR IARI BT o MR L, SR R R s ]
REMIIMER BT ST, XA ] e L

43 MBS/ TNSHMERES “EAREIE" Fmti0

ARSCAZ Vi 1A A s ik 5 A R v T S A = AR B B 2 (AR sk . s 2
AMARJZTE Y F RIS, ARA RGN R —FIME FAMRA R T, T s = A 80T Bt
1370 1 T s A/ o i 50 R S O T N T

— 7T, A RIHEEA Ak 92, IEU Durkheim (1897 ) #RIHAY, #-aFSuhEFAMARE
W, ERZARARTT o FEARTFFE T, A ARIEEE —Fh iy i B2 HE (BRI S RS )
Bk E ) (BUAHER . SRR E ) 530055 (AR = Jiss = 57 = 17 ) JLRMmsmst &3, i
T — SR P SRR PR 5 TR AR A SRR R, SRR 0 5 M LA Sh R FOAR R . R I
TN RIS B Tt SR sirf, Al AL R R o B T, SORA S S A = A5 2R

Sy—J5 T, AR BERSREC A FRIHS R AR SO AR R, YR SO (B R TR
WA ) BT CFAREMET KRR, SAMA RTINS . BARRRE R, (1) EREERAE—TCEE
DAAEPPAIS B PR AERL A0, W E SN “FREARMEE 3] A" HRE (2) B
TR B AN OGRS, R 7E A A BUE 3 D H 2 4 (i, NS AR DL “dnk .97
WL, B ESCHIRITHET ) 5 (3) WA FAREI—— AGE i B B AR IL 2205 R NME;
WAL, TEAUR AR, ISR LI A A R, BRI A RIS 4.

ASCAFFR A T LA A0 F 2B 7R« AR T HURR (ORI, R “HI55 45487
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FICWOE AR Wikk Ay, BB S BTG A B LSRR T A RE, &
TR AR R EE, AT7E (hAR NRIERIERE R AR TR ) SCianin thig i AT MG
B A DI AN SO SR R B T Tl s ZHEUR I, BRBE nI A2 IXRE IO A ik aE e, T2 IRAEA] 4
AR AR = LR SFIEAR LR O ERARAS , R RE B DA T S Do 2 B B R el ik 5 2 4
PR L e A A LR AV RS 18 42 216 S Ry I e/ I8 [ 2 S 7/l 4 6 0 o T o =] DO B 11/ R |
A7 AFSCHR, MR R SRRE N A RINBUR ., BRI S5 A T UL, A NHs R 45
L0 NI e DU R T T o

4.4 WHRERE

AWIFAFAELL T PIOTHRBR , F A8 R 5 5 St o 7 AT -

HCREEEA A R T ASITTERIA B2 07 AR5 32 Ui, TR VAR AR R
AT AR BAR A IIARAE R LR PRI, AT BE S 2O o R S i AR (Y S BN A, BIFFE 4 RAEHEIE 2
REPRIIHRAE 8 R AN 5 TR

HYOREA R STk i B —NE . BFFERHIE S U R BUR R SR, BARAT BT TR A B A g Hi:
SO AT A RL R A S AL, (R Z KRR RALIAIE . 5 ST TE il 45 G bl fh it e sl n) 4
A, ANFEIFRRIRAI T AT, TP R 2SS IS MR Z A .

5 Zig

TG FAR BOAMARAE B A AR, TORAERRY . SREE S BT sl b RS D R ) 3 5 1 PR B8
AW, R SRRAMARSER T “REJIAR " B “Mass” , SIS N ERRRE TR HA
MHRE . VST W25 D A RIS A TETS &, MRRITEA R LURIT . AR BN A A
IR —2 4R, B )[R0 O U S5 6 O SR AR A s LA AT AR U, ML RIARSE E Lo
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Stigma Among Chinese Adults with Depression: A

Phenomenological Qualitative Study
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Abstract: Stigma is a pivotal socio-psychological barrier deterring Chinese adults with depression
from professional help-seeking, yet its experience is situational rather than static. Drawing on semi-
structured in-depth interviews with 15 employed adults aged 25 to 55 diagnosed with moderate-to-major
depression, this phenomenological study delineates the dynamic contours of stigma and the protective
factors that mitigate it. The findings indicate that high stigma manifests as workplace labelling, social
withdrawal, self-deprecation, and treatment avoidance; the dynamic experience of low stigma unfolds
in three phases: from ignorance to understanding, from avoidance to participation, and from silence to
being “seen”. Three interacting protective factors sustain low stigma: individual psychological resilience,
supportive sociocultural environments, and accessible, privacy-protected healthcare. The stigma of adult
depression patients must be understood within an interactive framework of public stigma and self-stigma;
interventions should simultaneously weaken structural stigma and mobilize intersubjective resources.
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