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New Trends, New Manifestations and Countermeasures of
Adolescents’ Drug-Related Issues in China in the Digital
Intelligence Era

Sun Yongbo
School of Law and Economics, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan

Abstract: Against the backdrop of the Digital Intelligence Era, drug-related cases in China are characterized
by the emergence of new types of drugs, lighter forms, and a shift toward networking. Due to their strong
curiosity, weak self-control, and lack of discriminative ability, adolescents are highly vulnerable to engaging in
drug use, drug trafficking, and other behaviors under the inducement, abetment, or deception of lawbreakers. In
practice, adolescent drug-related issues generally exhibit the following features: a large variety of new drugs with
accelerated iteration and upgrading, which are more misleading and concealed; an obvious trend toward non-
contact and networking in the drug market; and increased risks of drug-related activities in entertainment venues.
Once adolescents become involved with new drugs, it not only poses a serious threat to their physical and mental
health but also causes great social harm. By exploring factors such as educational level, family environment, and
peer influence in the characteristics of adolescent drug-involved groups, we can identify the underlying causes.
Meanwhile, cracking down on new drugs faces practical obstacles in terms of legal identification and evidence
collection. Therefore, it is necessary to construct a governance system for adolescent drug-related issues in the
Digital Intelligence Era, improve and optimize the specific applications of intelligent technologies in the links of
prevention, investigation, judiciary, and correction regarding adolescent drug-related problems, thereby providing
a new technical path for addressing adolescent drug-related issues.
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