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A Comparative Analysis and Definition of the Concept of
“Heroic Character” in Chinese and Western Contexts

QiJundi Wang Furong Yin Jie
National University of Defense Technology, Changsha

Abstract: To clarify the differences in the concept of “heroic character” between China and the West, a comparative
study of the three concepts— hero”, “character”, and “heroic character”—is conducted from the Chinese and Western
perspectives respectively. By clarifying the conceptual definition of “hero” as “a person recognized by others who
possesses noble character and whose actions conform to the value standards of the times,” and clarifing that “character”
is oriented towards positive psychological features traits such as malleability, “heroic character” is defined as “the positive
character of a ‘hero” Then the criteria for identifying the character are broader and tend to align with self-evaluation.
Furthermore, this study put forward insights and suggestions regarding to the application and development of Chinese
heroic character in the context of Sino-Western cultural exchanges.

Key words: Psychological perspective; Defaming heroes; Psychological protection
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