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Dworkin’s Criticism and Reconstruction of Rawls’ Theory of
Equality

Fang Zemeng

Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai

Abstract: Equality is an intrinsic requirement of society, and both Rawls and Dworkin are significant legal scholars

of neoliberalism. Examining their concepts of equality in detail reveals considerable differences. Rawls proposed two

principles as guidelines for distribution and employed a series of corresponding distribution methods to construct the

entire distribution system. Dworkin put forward a series of hypothetical constructs such as the ‘island auction, the ‘envy

test, and the ‘virtual insurance market; developing his own model of just distribution to achieve equality. He argued that

in order to achieve equality, we should adhere to the theory of ‘equality of starting points’ in distribution and oppose

the ‘equality of outcomes’ pursued by welfare equality. He proposed the principles of importance equality and specific

responsibility, and attempted to achieve equitable distribution of resources—and thereby realize the theoretical goals

of ‘sensitive to ambition” and ‘insensitive to endowment'—through the designs of island auctions and virtual insurance

markets.

Key words: Dworkin; Rawls; Justice; The relationship between freedom and equality
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