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The Formation, Development, and Implications of School Football Culture in
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Abstract: Taking the cultural development of school football in Japan as the research subject, this study employs the
literature review method to examine the characteristics of Japanese school football culture and the factors contributing
to its formation, aiming to provide insights for the cultural construction of school football in China. The study reveals
that Japanese school football has fostered profound collective memories at the micro level, thereby cultivating a
strong sense of alma mater identity. At the macro level, the high school tournament, with its immense influence, has
consistently attracted generations of youth. Meanwhile, football-themed anime — a distinctive cultural strength of
Japan — intertwines with the sport and profoundly shapes young participants’ engagement. These distinctive football
cultures have emerged through three interconnected drivers: the historical legacy passed down across generations,
the systematic integration of football into the educational curriculum, and the continuous evolution of promotional
strategies that harness era-specific mass media to embed school football deeply within societal consciousness.
Accordingly, the study proposes three recommendations: (1) Cultivating locally rooted collective memory and cultural
identity systems; (2) Deepening the practice of sports-education integration; (3) Establishing branded competitions
while developing culturally resonant creative products.
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