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Research on Environmental Crime Governance in Countries

along the Belt and Road Initiative

—Based on the Analysis of Environmental Investigation Collaboration
in the European Union

Li Yiding
Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan

Abstract: While the Belt and Road Initiative promotes regional cooperation, it is also confronted with challenges from
transnational environmental crimes such as the illegal cross-border transfer of hazardous waste and the smuggling
of rare wild animals and plants. This type of crime takes advantage of the management differences among various
countries. It is difficult for a single country to deal with it independently. Moreover, the countries along the route
have problems such as differences in legal systems, insufficient collaborative skills, and a lack of information sharing
platforms, which restrict the effectiveness of environmental crime governance. Drawing on the experience of the EU's
environmental investigation collaboration mechanism, the countries along the routes need to enhance their judicial
collaboration capabilities in three aspects: coordinating legal rules to narrow differences, building practical cooperation
mechanisms to improve efficiency, and strengthening professional personnel training and technical support. This move
will help safeguard regional ecological security and promote green and sustainable development.

Key words: Eu environmental law; Environmental investigation collaboration mechanism; Environmental crime;

Environmental judicial capacity
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