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05 BERRARIDSEEHIENIUAE SINEER

Review of the Current Status of China’s Legal System for
Infectious Disease Prevention and Control and Overseas
Case Studies

Liu Yilin
Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai

Abstract: The legal system for the prevention and control of infectious diseases in China has evolved from its initial
construction in the early days of the founding of the People’s Republic of China to a gradually refined and standardized
system in the 21st century. In terms of the infectious disease monitoring system, the monitoring work has shifted
from passive collection of case information in the early stage to active monitoring of diversified data sources, and a
comprehensive and multi-level monitoring network has been established. The early warning system sets clear early
warning thresholds for different types of infectious diseases to ensure timely and accurate triggering of early warning
responses. The development of the vaccination system reflects the transformation from local immunization actions to
national planning, and through strict management of vaccine procurement, vaccination site settings, and personnel
training, the level of population immunity has been improved. The blood collection management system has been
continuously strengthened, with strict regulations on blood donor recruitment, blood testing standards, and storage and
transportation conditions to ensure the safety of clinical blood use. However, there are still significant shortcomings in
the early warning legal regulation, which is one of the core systems. Currently, the early warning system faces problems
such as vague legal standards for early warning thresholds, insufficient constraints on administrative discretion, and
lack of procedural regulation, leading to difficulties in timely early warning responses or excessive intervention in
practice. Through analyzing the statutory early warning elements of Japan’s Infectious Diseases Act and the collaborative
discretionary constraint mechanism of the federal and state governments in the United States, an analytical framework
of “threshold statutoryization - procedural legitimization -clarification of responsibilities and rights” is constructed. The
study proposes that the quantitative standards for early warning thresholds should be refined, administrative hearing
procedures should be added, and the boundaries between central and local early warning responsibilities should be
defined in the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases Act, providing an operable path for the legalization of
China’s infectious disease early warning system and filling the gap in micro-system research in the field of public health
administrative law. In order to comprehensively enhance the ability to respond to infectious disease outbreaks and
effectively safeguard public health rights and interests.

Key words: Prevention and control of infectious diseases; Surveillance system; Early warning mechanism; Preventive

vaccination; Legal defects; Extraterritorial reference
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