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Path to the Expansion of Inheritance Rights Concerning the
Emotional Value of the Deceased’s Digital Heritage

Zhu Ningqi Mo Yungqing
Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai

Abstract: With the in-depth development of the digital age, digital heritage that bears emotional memories and
personal traces ( such as social media accounts, chat histories, and digital images ) has increasingly become a practical
challenge in the field of inheritance. However, China’s current legal system lacks clear regulations on the inheritance
of the emotional value of such digital heritage. Taking the “property-centered” definition of heritage in Article 1122 of
the Civil Code and the application dilemmas of the referential norms for virtual property in Article 127 as the starting
point, this study combs through the judicial discrepancies in the inheritance of digital heritage in judicial practice,
and reveals the fundamental challenges posed by the personal attribute and heterogeneity of digital heritage to the
traditional inheritance system. After clarifying the jurisprudential basis of personal rights, which regards the emotional
value of digital heritage as an extension of “digital personality”, this study constructs a threefold inheritance path from
the perspective of interpretive theory: consolidating the jurisprudential basis through the protection of the deceased’s
personal information rights and interests; conducting a teleological expansion of the concept of “property” to subsume
the carriers of emotional value; and establishing classified inheritance rules while introducing a system of professional
digital heritage administrators. The purpose of this study is to overcome the legal obstacles in the inheritance of the
emotional value of digital heritage, balance the dignity of the deceased, the emotional needs of the living, and the
privacy protection of third parties, and provide theoretical support and practical guidance for the improvement of the
inheritance system in the digital age.

Key words: Digital heritage; Emotional value; Inheritance right; Personal information
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