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On the Copyright of AI-generated Paintings

Fu Meixin Hu Xiaoxiao

School of Law, Sanya University, Sanya

Abstract: Determining copyright ownership for AI-generated content represents a pivotal challenge for China's

copyright law in the digital era. The current human-centric legal framework struggles to keep pace with technological

advancements, resulting in ambiguous rights attribution, market disorder, and stifled innovation. Regarding the rights

distribution of AIGC artworks, academic discourse has primarily identified four perspectives: user-generated protection,

platform control claims, investor rights confirmation, and multi-party contribution equilibrium. This study advocates

establishing a new copyright protection paradigm centered on human substantive intervention, utilizing traceability

technology, market analysis, and blockchain-based evidence mechanisms to adapt to Al development. The proposed

framework aims to provide actionable solutions for judicial practice and institutional innovation.
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