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Half a Lifetime in Xidong: A Textual Research on the Deeds
of Xie Lin, a Local Official in the Northern Song Dynasty

Hu Weitao
Hubei Normal University, Huangshi

Abstract: Xie Lin, a native of Jianzhou, obtained his Jinshi degree in the fourth year of the Jiayou reign. His entire official
career was spent in local administration, where he served successively in various regions across the southeast, southwest,
and northeast of the Northern Song territory. As a governor of local areas, he participated in ethnic governance in
several prefectures, particularly in the Xidong region of Southwest China. Among his postings, he served in the Jinghu
area for approximately twenty years, playing a pivotal role in the governance of Yuanzhou, Tanzhou, Chenzhou, and
other prefectures. Furthermore, Xie Lin’s transfers and promotions reflected the policy adjustments of the Northern Song
court in different periods. He eventually passed away while holding office in Guizhou (present-day Guilin, Guangxi) of
the Guangnan region.

Key words: Xie Lin; Northern Song Dynasty; Local officials; Xidong

https://doi.org/10.35534/pss.0712166 WWw.sciscanpub.com/journals/pss



