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From Benevolence to Prosocial Action: The Relationship
between Junzi Personality and Community Charitable
Willingness

Wang Xiaoming Shen Xia Xie Xiaoke Hao Rongxia Han Shuyao
Department of Psychology, Qufu Normal University, Qufu

Abstract: Community charity is an important pathway for promoting grassroots social governance and enhancing
public well-being. However, the psychological mechanisms underlying individuals’ participation in community charity
remain insufficiently explored. From the perspective of Confucian culture, the present study examines the effect of Junzi
personality on community charitable willingness and tests the mediating roles of empathy and gratitude. A questionnaire
survey was conducted with a nationwide sample of 1,219 residents. The results showed that: (1) Junzi personality
significantly and positively predicted community charitable willingness; (2) Empathy and gratitude each played
significant mediating roles in the relationship between Junzi personality and community charitable willingness; and
(3) When both empathy and gratitude were simultaneously included in the model, the direct effect of Junzi personality
on community charitable willingness remained significant, indicating that Junzi personality influences community
charitable willingness through both direct pathways and indirect pathways via moral-emotional mechanisms. This study
enriches indigenous theories of community charity and provides practical implications for promoting Confucian values
and optimizing community governance to facilitate the high-quality development of charitable initiatives.

Key words: Community charity; Junzi personality; Empathy; Gratitude; Community governance
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